A Moslem Wonder-Worker                                          1&3
"*Go to the little bridge near your house,' the fakir
instructed Babu. 'Call on Hazrat to give you the watch
and chain,'
"Babu rushed away. On his return, he was wearing a
smile of relief and no jewelry whatever.
"'When I commanded Hazrat as directed,' he an-
nounced, 'my watch came tumbling down the air into my
right hand! You may be sure I locked the heirloom in
my safe before rejoining the group here!*
"Babu's friends, witnesses of the comicotragedy of the
ransome for a watch, were staring with resentment at
Afzal. He now spoke placatingly.
" 'Please name any drink you want; Hazrat will pro-
duce it.'
"A number asked for milk, others for fruit juices. I
was not too much shocked when the unnerved Babu
requested whisky! The Moslem gave an order; the oblig-
ing Hazrat sent sealed containers sailing down and thud-
ding to the floor. Each man found his desired beverage.
"The promise of the fourth spectacular feat of the
day was doubtless gratifying to our host: Afzal offered
to supply an instantaneous lunch!
44 'Let us order the most expensive dishes,' Babu sug-
gested gloomily. *I want an elaborate meal for my five
hundred rupees. Everything should be served on gold
plates!*
"As soon as each man had expressed his preferences,
the fakir addressed himself to the inexhaustible Hazrat.
A great rattle ensued; gold platters filled with intricately
prepared curries, hot luchis, and many out-of-season fruits
landed from nowhere at our feet. All the food was deli-
cious. After feasting for an hour, we started to leave
the room. A tremendous noise, as though dishes were
being piled up, caused us to turn around. Lo! there was
no sign of the glittering plates or the remnants of the
meal.**
"Guruji," I interrupted, "if Afzal could easily secure
such things as gold dishes, why did he covet the property
of others?"
"The fakir was not highly developed spiritually," Sri
Yukteswar explained. "His mastery of a certain yoga
technique gave him access to an astral plane where any
desire is immediately materialized. Through the agency